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“My Treasure- Nature in Hachioji

Matsumura Yui
Nagafusa junior high school

What point do you think is the best in Hachioji?

I think its nature is the best point. By only a fifty-minute ride from Shinjuku,
you can experience this nature.

I would like to talk about two beautiful spots in Hachioji.

First is Mt Takao. When I was in the second grade in junior high school, I
went there for the first time with my basketball team and teacher. We climbed Mt
Takao as a training exercise. We ran to the top of the mountain, which took less than
fifty minutes. The air was clean. I think this mountain is good for both training and
hiking, so this mountain is for everyone.

I saw Tako-sugi, octopus cedar, there. The trunk was so thick that four adults
with arms stretched couldn’t surround it. Its roots looked like octopus tentacles. It
has been there for more than four hundred and fifty years. Can you imagine it has been
standing since the Muromachi era?

The second spot is Asakawa River. When I visited Asakawa River three years
ago, I saw a beautiful king fisher. It was as big as an apple and looked like a blue jewel.
It would not fly away from a branch in front of me. King fishers live only by pure water.
Hachioji city guards the river with reeds without using concrete. I am proud of the
pureness of the Asakawa River. I believe we have a responsibility to protect nature
and maintain these beautiful places.

During the Olympics and the Paralympics in 2020, I wish many people from

other countries will visit, Mt Takao and Asakawa River in Hachioji.



